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our Armed Forces and whose service is
increasingly putting pressure on their
full-time civilian employer.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in making the
Ready Credit, which is the name on
this bill, a reality by cosponsoring H.R.
803.
f

WHO GETS THE CREDIT FOR THE
BUDGET SURPLUS?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. SCHAFFER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, last
year, the Treasury Department an-
nounced that the Federal budget was in
surplus for the first time since 1969.
Only 3 short years ago, the President
had submitted a budget with $200 bil-
lion deficits as far as the eye could see,
as many will recall.

What happened?
There are a lot of Americans who do

not care much who gets the credit for
the current fine state of our economy
and then tend to take the President at
his word when he takes the credit for
the budget surplus we have at last
achieved. But it is important to under-
stand how we got here so that we may
continue to a path of sound economic
policy in the future.

When the country was faced with
large, chronic deficits in the beginning
of the 1990s, Congress faced a choice.
To cut the deficit, lawmakers essen-
tially had two choices: cut spending or
raise taxes. President Clinton and his
liberal allies in the Congress naturally
chose to raise taxes. Congress at the
time was still under the control of the
Democrats, and so President Clinton
was able to pass the largest tax in-
crease in our history.

Republicans, on the other hand,
wanted to reduce the deficit by cutting
spending. Republicans believed govern-
ment is too big, way too big, and they
believe Washington wastes too much of
our money. One would think this is an
obvious point. After all, even the Presi-
dent himself declared in his 1996 State
of the Union address that ‘‘the era of
Big Government is over.’’ Oh, if that
were only true.

Mr. Speaker, we can see now that
this declaration was nothing more than
hollow words. Big Government is alive
and well and bigger than ever. In fact,
the Democrats have come back with
still more ways to increase the size and
power of government every year since,
including this year.

And while we can say that govern-
ment is slightly smaller now than it
would be had Republicans not taken
control of the Congress in 1995, the
truth is that government continues to
grow. Any attempts to cut govern-
ment, no matter how wasteful or coun-
terproductive the program, the liberals
immediately attack them as extreme
and ‘‘mean-spirited.’’

It has never occurred to them that it
is perhaps mean-spirited on the part of

the politicians to have so little respect
for the working man’s labor that Wash-
ington takes between one-fourth and
one-third out of the middle-class fami-
ly’s paycheck just to pay Uncle Sam.

So, Mr. Speaker, that still leaves us
with the question, how did we go from
$200 billion deficits as far as the eye
can see 21⁄2 years ago to the budget sur-
plus that we now enjoy?

It is true that there have been some
reductions in spending, but almost all
of them have come out of the one place
it should not have come: from the Pen-
tagon. Defense spending is dangerously
low, and our military forces are not
what they should be. But liberals, in
their boundless faith in human nature,
ignore history and simply do not be-
lieve in the fundamental precept of
‘‘peace through strength.’’

As for other spending, Republicans
did manage to limit the number of new
spending initiatives of President Clin-
ton and the Democrats over the past
few years. But the primary reason that
the budget is in surplus today is that
revenues are way, way up.

Liberals will point to the President’s
1993 tax increase as to the reason why
revenues are up, hoping that we will
not examine the budget tables to see if,
in fact, it is true. Revenues are up pri-
marily from the number of people who
are taking advantage of low tax rates
on capital gains, the part of the econ-
omy that is the lifeblood of our dy-
namic and growing economy.

President Reagan cut the tax on cap-
ital gains, and the Republicans cut it
again last year. Savers, investors, en-
trepreneurs and other job creators are
taking advantage of such liberty. The
economy is benefitting from that, jobs
are being created, and revenues have
soared. That is the primary reason the
budget is now in surplus, when it was
deep in the red just a few years ago.

I would invite any of my Democratic
colleagues who dispute these findings
to come forward and show me other-
wise. Perhaps the liberals have access
to another set of government docu-
ments with different statistics. But if
they use the same Treasury figures
that I do, they will have to admit that
the Reagan tax cuts and the Repub-
lican tax cuts are the most significant
reason behind our current economic
boom.

With all due credit to Alan
Greenspan, chairman of the Federal
Reserve, for his outstanding steward-
ship of monetary policy, we should
mostly thank President Reagan for
turning around an economy that was in
the ditch. We are still benefitting from
his decision to make the United States
a low-tax, low-regulation economy and
thus able to compete in the world bet-
ter than any other.

The Republicans forced President
Clinton to renounce his own budget
with $200 billion deficits as far as the
eye can see. We are grateful that he
has at last accepted the need for gov-
ernment to balance the budget and put
its financial house in order. We would

like to encourage him to continue on
this path, especially if he accepts the
view that Washington can still afford
to cut spending, cut taxes, and make
good on his promise that the ‘‘end of
Big Government is over.’’
f
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS FOR
THE 106TH CONGRESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GILMAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, in accordance
with clause 2(a) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, I submit for printing
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the Rules of
the Committee on International Relations for
the 106th Congress.
RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL

RELATIONS, 106TH CONGRESS

(Adopted January 19, 1999)
RULE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

The Rules of the House of Representatives,
and in particular, the committee rules enu-
merated in clause 2 of Rule XI, are the rules
of the Committee on International Relations
(hereafter referred to as the ‘‘Committee’’),
to the extent applicable. A motion to recess
from day to day, and a motion to dispense
with the first reading (in full) of a bill or res-
olution, if printed copies are available, is a
privileged non-debatable motion in Commit-
tee.

The Chairman of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations (hereinafter referred to as
the ‘‘Chairman’’) shall consult the Ranking
Minority Member to the extent possible with
respect to the business of the Committee.
Each subcommittee of the Committee is a
part of the Committee and is subject to the
authority and direction of the Committee,
and to its rules to the extent applicable.

RULE 2. DATE OF MEETING

The regular meeting date of the Commit-
tee shall be the first Tuesday of every month
when the House of Representatives is in ses-
sion pursuant to clause 2(b) of Rule XI of the
House of Representatives. Additional meet-
ings may be called by the Chairman as he
may deem necessary or at the request of a
majority of the Members of the Committee
in accordance with clause 2(c) of Rule XI of
the House of Representatives.

The determination of the business to be
considered at each meeting shall be made by
the Chairman subject to clause 2(c) of Rule
XI of the House of Representatives.

A regularly scheduled meeting need not be
held if, in the judgment of the Chairman,
there is no business to be considered.

RULE 3. QUORUM

For purposes of taking testimony and re-
ceiving evidence, two Members shall con-
stitute a quorum.

One-third of the Members of the Commit-
tee shall constitute a quorum for taking any
action, except: (1) reporting a measure or
recommendation, (2) closing Committee
meetings and hearings to the public, (3) au-
thorizing the issuance of subpoenas, and (4)
any other action for which an actual major-
ity quorum is required by any rule of the
House of Representatives or by law.

No measure or recommendation shall be
reported to the House of Representatives un-
less a majority of the Committee is actually
present.

A record vote may be demanded by one-
fifth of the Members present or, in the appar-
ent absence of a quorum, by any one Mem-
ber.
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